Lasers in pediatric surgery.
The use of lasers in a variety of surgical disciplines has added new dimensions to operative techniques, allowing increased precision, improved hemostasis, and less tissue injury. Although lasers offer no significant benefit over some conventional pediatric surgical techniques, there are other procedures and disease conditions in which the use of laser technology provides major advances and improves outcome. The physics of laser technology and the unique characteristics and applications of the currently available lasers are discussed along with current and future applications in pediatric surgery.